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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in responsive to communications: Application filled on 10/15/2003. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this case. Claims 1,6, and 12 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 5 recites the limitation "said divisible section" in the second sentence of 
the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim because 
the term "divisible section"' is not mentioned in any of the claims in which this claim is a 
dependent of. 

5. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the content style sheet (CSS) specification" in the 
second sentence of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim because the term "content style sheet (CSS) specification'" is not mentioned in 
the claim in which this claim is a dependent of. 

6. Claim 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
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the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. 
Cir. 1999). The acronym "CSS" in claim 7 is used by the claim to mean "Content Style 
Sheet", while the accepted meaning is "Cascading Style Sheet." The term is indefinite 
because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

However, for the purpose of art rejection, the examiner will examine the claim 
accordingly, based upon a possible acceptable meaning of CSS ("Cascading Style 
Sheet") as known in the art. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 10, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Gajewska etal. (Pub. No.: 2002/0175951 A1; Date Pub: Nov. 28, 
2002). 

In regard to independent claim 1, Gajewska et al. discloses a method for 
generating information in focused events. The method works for computing information 
whenever focus is transferred between components (portlets) within the same top-level 
window (portal) (section 0039). Gajewska et al. teaches a component (portlet) becomes 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) event, and ceases being 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocus) event. In the FocusLost event, 
the "opposite field" specifies the component that is gaining focus in conjunction with the 
FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is going next. In the FocusGained 
event, the "opposite field" specifies the component that is losing focus in conjunction 
with the FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is coming from (section 
0021). 
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In regard to dependent claims 2, and 10, Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus 
List (global indicator), which is a list of all the components making a request for a 
FocusedGained event. The Focus List is structured as a queue (global script) of 
elements that are used when selecting the "opposite component" (section 0041, 0042, 
100 in fig 6). Each list element has a "requester" member. The "requester" member 
contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component (portlet) that at some point 
issues a focus request (0042). 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus List 
(script), which is a list of all the components making a request for a FocusedGained 
event. The Focus List (script) is structured as a queue of elements that are used when 
selecting the "opposite component" (section 0041, 0042, 100 in fig 6). Each list element 
has a "requester" member. The "requester" member contains data (event attribute) that 
identifies a component (focused and unfocused portlet) that at some point issues a 
focus request (0042). 

In regard to dependent claim 13, Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus List (global 
indicator), which is a list of all the components making a request for a FocusedGained 
event. The Focus List is structured as a queue (global script) of elements that are used 
when selecting the "opposite component" (section 0041, 0042, 100 in fig 6). Each list 
element has a "requester" member and a "next" member. The "requester 1 ' member 
contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component (portlet) that at some point 
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issues a focus request (0042). In another aspect, the invention relates to a computer- 
readable medium (machine readable storage) having a stored program, which is 
executable by a processor. The program includes determining an opposite field of the 
first focus event, and an opposite field of a second focus event based on a target of the 
first focus event, a target of the second focus event, and the list of all components 
requesting focus (section 0025). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3-9, 12, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gajewska etal. (Pub. No.: 2002/0175951 A1; Date Filled: May 
22, 2001) in view of Hamada (Pub. No.: 2004/0010755 A1; Date Filled: Jul. 8, 2003). 

In regard to independent claim 6, Gajewska et al. discloses a system for 
generating information in focused events. The system works for computing information 
whenever focus is transferred between components (portlets) within the same top-level 
window (portal) (section 0039). Gajewska et al. teaches a component (portlet) becomes 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) event, and ceases being 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocus) event. In the FocusLost event, 
the "opposite field" specifies the component that is gaining focus in conjunction with the 
FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is going next. In the FocusGained 
event, the "opposite field" specifies the component that is losing focus in conjunction 
with the FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is coming from (section 
0021). Gajewska et al. also discloses a Focus List (global indicator), which is a list of all 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,487 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

the components making a request for a FocusedGained event. The Focus List is 
structured as a queue (global script) of elements that are used when selecting the 
"opposite component" (section 0041 , 0042, 100 in fig 6). 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly a focused style sheet, and an 
unfocused style sheet. 

However, Hamada teaches sub-contents (portlets) can be considered as partial 
pages (partial documents) (section 0050). Hamada discloses a style sheet maintains a 
conversion rule for converting a data format of the display data into data format 
corresponding to the display format applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 
01 12; D1 3 fig 4). At the time of the invention, it was well know in the art that style 
sheets typically contain attributes/information that are specific to specific 
elements/objects. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to define focused and unfocused attributes/instructions for 
portlets, within style sheets. The motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit 
of being able to conveniently designate a portlet as being focused or unfocused simply 
by assigning the portlet the appropriate style sheet. 

In regard to independent claim 12, Gajewska et al. discloses a system for 
generating information in focused events. The system works for computing information 
whenever focus is transferred between components (portlets) within the same top-level 
window (portal) (section 0039). Gajewska et al. teaches a component (portlet) becomes 
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the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) event, and ceases being 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocus) event. In the FocusLost event, 
the "opposite field" specifies the component that is gaining focus in conjunction with the 
FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is going next. In the FocusGained 
event, the "opposite field" specifies the component that is losing focus in conjunction 
with the FocusLost event, and it specifies where the focus is coming from (section 
0021). 

In another aspect, the invention relates to a computer-readable medium 
(machine readable storage) having a stored program, which is executable by a 
processor. The program includes determining an opposite field of the first focus event, 
and an opposite field of a second focus event based on a target of the first focus event, 
a target of the second focus event, and the list of all components requesting focus 
(section 0025). 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly a focused style sheet, and an 
unfocused style sheet. 

However, Hamada teaches sub-contents (portlets) can be considered as partial 
pages (partial documents) (section 0050). Hamada discloses a style sheet maintains a 
conversion rule for converting a data format of the display data into data format 
corresponding to the display format applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 
0112; D13 fig 4). At the time of the invention, it was well know in the art that style 
sheets typically contain attributes/information that are specific to specific 
elements/objects. 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to define focused and unfocused attributes/instructions for 
portlets within style sheets. The motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit 
of being able to conveniently designate a portlet as being focused or unfocused simply 
by assigning the portlet the appropriate style sheet. 

In regard to dependent claim 3, Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly re- 
assigning and re-rendering steps through a script embedded in said portal. 

However, Hamada discloses a style sheet maintains a conversion rule for 
converting a data format of the display data into data format corresponding to the 
display format applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 01 12; D13 fig 4). At 
the time of the invention, it was well know in the art that style sheets typically contain 
attributes/information that are specific to specific elements/objects, as well as scripts to 
perform specific functions on those elements/objects. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include scripts with steps of re-assigning and re-rendering within the style sheets. The 
motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit of each portlet to function 
independently within the portal according to its' individual script. 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly 
defining said portal in a markup language document; defining a divisible section of said 
markup language document for each of said focused and unfocused portlets. 
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However, Hamada discloses an embodiment that his invention, that can be 
applied to a general structured document such as an HTML document or an XML 
document (markup language document) (section 0049). Hamada teaches the sub- 
content (portlets) can be considered to be partial documents, which a user on a Web 
page wants to handle independently. A full text of one Web page (web documents) 
coincides with one partial document, and such partial document may contain a plurality 
of partial document (divisible section) (section 0050). Hamada further discloses style 
sheets maintains conversion rules for converting the data format of the display data into 
data format corresponding to the display format applicable to the partial document 
(portlet) (section 01 12; D13 fig 4). If a plurality of conversion rules are applicable to 
display data, it means that a plurality (group) of style sheets are contained in the page 
part. A style sheet is described as an attribute "style" described in an element (section 
0112). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art that an XML document (markup language document) are typically 
divided in a plurality of sub-contents (portlets). The motivation for doing so would have 
been for the benefit of each portlet functioning independently of each other despite 
having similar content. 

In regard to dependent claim 5, Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus List (script), 
which is a list of all the components making a request for a FocusedGained event. The 
Focus List (script) is structured as a queue of elements that are used when selecting the 
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"opposite component" (section 0041, 0042, 100 in fig 6). Each list element has a 
"requester" member. The "requester" member contains data (event attribute) that 
identifies a component (focused and unfocused portlet) that at some point issues a 
focus request (0042). 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly, a divisible section, which indicates 
when a corresponding one of said focused and unfocused portlets has acquired said 
input focus. 

However, Hamada teaches the sub-content (portlets) can be considered to be 
partial documents, which a user on one Web page wants to handle independently. A full 
text of one Web page (web documents) coincides with one partial document, and such 
partial document may contain a plurality of partial document (divisible section) (section 
0050). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to develop a script consisting of event attributes for each focused 
and unfocused portlet within each divisible section. The motivation for doing so would 
have been for the benefit of each portlet functioning independently of each other despite 
having similar content. 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly 
said focused style sheet and unfocused style sheet are defined according to the content 
style sheet (CSS) specification. 
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Hamada's invention uses style sheets to maintain conversion rules for converting 
the data format of the display data into data format corresponding to the display format 
applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 01 12; D13 fig 4). By definition, 
"Cascading" Style Sheets (CSS) is defined as a style sheet designing language for 
structured documents and applications, which separates the presentation style of the 
document from the content of document. Even though Hamada doesn't specifically 
mention defining the style sheets according to the Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) 
specifications, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to define focused and unfocused style sheets according to the 
CSS specifications. The motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit of 
simplifying the designing and maintenance of the partial document (portlet) because of 
the separation of the presentation style and the content of partial document (portlet). 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly 
said portal comprising markup comprising a plurality of divisible sections, each of said 
divisible section defining a single one of said portlets. 

However, Hamada discloses an embodiment that of that can be applied to a 
general structured document such as an HTML document or an XML document 
(markup language document) (section 0049). Hamada teaches the sub-content 
(portlets) can be considered to be partial documents, which a user on one Web page 
wants to handle independently. A full text of one Web page (web documents) coincides 
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with one partial document, and such partial document may contain a plurality of partial 
document {divisible section) (section 0050). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art that an XML document (markup language document) are typically 
divided in a plurality of sub-contents (portlets). The motivation for doing so would have 
been for the benefit of each portlet functioning independently of each other despite 
having similar content, to obtain the inventions specified in the claim. 

In regard to dependent claim 9, Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly 
said divisible section comprising a set of attributes, at least one of said attributes 
specifying a class corresponding to one of focused style sheet and unfocused style 
sheet. 

However, Hamada discloses a style sheet maintains a conversion rule for 
converting a data format (attributes) of the display data into data format corresponding 
to the display format (class) applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 01 12; 
D13 fig 4). A style sheet is described as an attribute "style" described in an element 
(section 01 12). At the time of the invention, it was well know in the art that style sheets 
typically contain attributes/information that are specific to specific elements/objects. 
Hamada further teaches, a full text of one Web page (web documents) coincides with 
one partial document, and such partial document may contain a plurality of partial 
document (divisible section) (section 0050). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to define focused and unfocused attributes within style sheets. 
The motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit of having each portlet within 
each divisible section function independently of each other despite having similar 
content. 

In regard to dependent claim 14, Gajewska et al. discloses, in another aspect, 
the invention relates to a computer-readable medium (machine readable storage) 
having a stored program, which is executable by a processor (section 0025). 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly re-assigning and re-rendering steps 
through a script embedded in said portal. 

However, Hamada discloses a style sheet maintains a conversion rule for 
converting a data format of the display data into data format corresponding to the 
display format applicable to the partial document (portlet) (section 01 12; D13 fig 4). It is 
well know in the art, that style sheets typically contain attributes/information that are 
specific to specific elements/objects, as well as scripts to perform specific functions on 
those elements/objects. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to store the script with steps or re-assigning and re-rendering 
within a program on a computer readable medium. The motivation for doing so would 
have been for the benefit of having the program executed by a processor within a 
computer system. 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,487 
Art Unit: 2176 



Page 16 



In regard to dependent claim 15, Gajewska et al. discloses, in another aspect, 
the invention relates to a computer-readable medium (machine readable storage) 
having a stored program, which is executable by a processor (section 0025). 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly defining said portal in a markup 
language document; defining a divisible section of said markup language document for 
each of said focused and unfocused portlets. 

However, Hamada discloses an embodiment that of that can be applied to a 
general structured document such as an HTML document or an XML document 
(markup language document) (section 0049). Hamada teaches the sub-content 
(portlets) can be considered to be partial documents, which a user on one Web page 
wants to handle independently. A full text of one Web page (web documents) coincides 
with one partial document, and such partial document may contain a plurality of partial 
document (divisible section) (section 0050). Hamada further discloses a style sheet 
maintains a conversion rule for converting a data format of the display data into data 
format corresponding to the display format applicable to the partial document (portlet) 
(section 01 12; D13 fig 4). If a plurality of conversion rules are applicable to display data, 
it means that a plurality (group) of style sheets are contained in the page part. A style 
sheet is described as an attribute "style" described in an element (section 01 12). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art that an XML document (markup language document) typically are 
divided in a plurality of sub-contents (portlets). The motivation for doing so would have 
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been for the benefit of having each portlet function independently of each other despite 
having similar content. 

In regard to dependent claim 16, Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus List 
(script), which is a list of all the components making a request for a FocusedGained 
event. The Focus List (script) is structured as a queue of elements that are used when 
selecting the "opposite component" (section 0041, 0042, 100 in fig 6). Each list element 
has a "requester" member. The "requester" member contains data (event attribute) that 
identifies a component (focused and unfocused portlet) that at some point issues a 
focus request (0042). In another aspect, the invention relates to a computer-readable 
medium (machine readable storage) having a stored program, which is executable by a 
processor. 

Gajewska et al. does not disclose expressly, a divisible section, which indicates 
when a corresponding one of said focused and unfocused portlets has acquired said 
input focus. 

However, Hamada teaches the sub-content (portlets) can be considered to be 
partial documents, which a user on one Web page wants to handle independently. A full 
text of one Web page (web documents) coincides with one partial document, and such 
partial document may contain a plurality of partial document (divisible section) (section 
0050). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to develop a script consisting of event attributes for each focused 
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and unfocused portlet within each divisible section. The motivation for doing so would 
have been for the benefit of each portlet functioning independently of each other despite 
having similar content. 



i 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James J. Debrow 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 76 
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